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CROSS TALK 
All the love God has in himself, all the beauty God has in himself, all the 

truth God has in himself, he entrusts to the  
family.  A family is truly a family when it is  

capable of opening its arms to receive all that love.  
                                             Pope Francis -  Festival of Families ¹Benjamin Franklin Parkway  
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é And They Chose Philadelphia  

 
At the close of the 7th World Meeting of Families in Milan in 2011, Pope Benedict XVI designated  
Philadelphia as host for the 8th World Meeting of Families Congress to be help September 22-25, 2015 
with the Papal visit on September 26-27, 2015.  As the local Church, the Archdiocese of  
Philadelphia, we were preparing ourselves through prayers, meetings and assemblies for the great 
events that took place last September in Philadelphia. The first part was held at the Convention Center 
where thousands of people heard dynamic speakers like Bishop Barron, Scott Hahn and others. The 
culmination of the event was the Festival of Families on Saturday evening with testimonies from desig-
nated families from all over the world with Pope Francis. The closing moment was Holy Eucharist on the 
Parkway on Sunday afternoon. Under the guidance of the Holy Father, all Cardinals, Bishops, Priests 
and a great number of families were united with Jesus, who as a member of the Holy Family (Mary & 
Joseph) is a model for all families. 
 

+   Jesus, bless all our Families. Mary and Joseph, pray for our Families.   + 
 

                                    By Father Tadeusz Gorka 
 
 

In this issue of Cross Talk we 
reminisce about the World Meeting of  

Families and the Papal visit.  We recall the 
special experiences and heartfelt  

messages of the events and the many 
ways the people of Saint Helena parish 
participated in this great occasion.  We 
thank God for all the blessings He  

showered upon us during the week.  We 
thank the Holy Father for showing us his 
love and assure him of our prayers. 
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WHAT WAS IT LIKE TO é PLAN THE 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES?  

[ƛȊŀƴƴŜ aŀƎŀǊƛǘȅ tŀƴŘƻΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aŀǊƪŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 

aŜŜǝƴƎ ƻŦ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ - tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ нлмр ό²ahCύΣ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ŀƛƴǘ IŜƭŜƴŀΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎΦ [ƛπ

ȊŀƴƴŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
 
How did you get involved in the WMOF? 
The Holy Spirit truly had me at the right place 
at the right time.  That is the only way I can 
describe it! 
 
What did your role entail? 
As Director of Marketing and Communications 
my responsibilities included directing our web-
site (www.WorldMeeting2015.org), magazines, 
mailings, television and newspaper advertising, 
merchandising, marketing, public relations and 
social media. 
 
What was involved in the planning process?  
I was involved for 15 months and organized a team to handle all of the media, website, printed 
materials, retail and all types of promotion of the event components.  Much of the coordination 
came through committees in the community. 
 
How did you interact with the many agencies and interests involved?  
My interaction was with the agencies via the public relations, security, transportation, clergy 
and media relations groups. Much of this happened in meetings run by the City or ourselves. 
 
How did you organize the myriad of tasks involved in planning the meeting and keeping 
it on track? 
The Holy Spirit and a whole lot of help and coffee. We hired many talented people to head de-
partments that were needed and then gave them staff where possible.  The rest was offered 
help from volunteers and committees. 
 
What were the unique challenges of your position? 
Building a team so quickly that can work together cohesively to reach a huge goal line is 
tricky.  Everyone is used to working with different environments, so getting them all on the 
same page for our operating procedures had to happen quickly.  I am not kidding when I say 
the Holy Spirit was with us the whole way. 
 

 

May our days together bear fruit that will last, generosity and care for others 
that will endure. 
                                    Pope Francis - Atlantic Aviation -Departure Ceremony 
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What got you through the good/not as good 
days?  
Prayer. And terrific people that worked along-
side me every day.  Having people there from 
each walk of life that had such a vast array of 
experience was a wonderful resource. I never 
felt alone. 
 
What were your feelings/impressions as you 
fulfilled your responsibilities?  
Peace and Happiness.  This was a blessed and 
exciting experience from the beginning and it 
never stopped being an honor to be a part of 
everyday. 
  
What was day-to-day life like during this 
time?  
I couldnôt even describe it.  Just say ï busier 
than I have ever seen in my life or will again. 

 
How did you balance your personal life during this time? 
My husband was such a huge help!  He took over all of the home duties and we did this 
whole event as a family.  My whole family attended the Congress and Papal events.  And 
by Godôs Grace we met the Holy Father as a family as well.  God is Good, all of the time. 

  
How has the overall experience touched you?  

 I have made some of the most amazing friends, been challenged and learned things that I 
would never have. I met the Holy Father twice; it is everything you think it is.  I am so 
blessed. 

  
What does the future hold for you?  
I am sure the Lord is the only one who knows what comes next.  But I have trusted Him 
this far and look where it has gotten me. 


